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Henry County NAACP wins prestigious Award 
 
 
Little did Branch President Daniel Edwards know, as he represented the Henry County 
Branch at the 65th Annual State Convention, that the branch was scheduled to receive a 
prestigious award from the NAACP State Conference. 
 
In recognition for its quiet but effective advocacy and activism, the Henry County branch 
was given the W.W. Law Award for Outstanding Social, Political, and Organizing of 
Direct Action. The award is named for the legendary Savannah, Georgia NAACP 
executive and community activist whose courageous actions in the years immediately 
following World War II lead to pioneering civil rights advances that endure to this very 
day. 
 
To be associated with Mr. Law in receiving the award named for him validates that the 
branch’s efforts have not been in vain. 
 
 

Fairview Library Dedication Held 
 

On a sunny Sunday afternoon on October 21st, with a large throng in attendance as 
living witnesses, the Fairview Library was dedicated to as a symbol of community unity 
and support. 
 
Dignitaries on hand were Henry County Board of Commissioner’s Chairman Jason 
Harper, Fifth District Commissioner Johnny Basler, Third District Commissioner Randy 
Stamey, and Library Board Chairman Dr. Gordon Baker.   
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The impressive 15,000 square foot facility was on full display as young and old alike 
meandered between the partially filled book shelves.  Dr. Baker also announced that, 
due to the relocation of the firm that will supply the vast majority of the books from Ohio 
to Illinois, the actual first day of business will be delayed for about two (2) weeks.   
 
Chairman Harper was able to provide a concise history of the years of contention and 
acrimony leading to eventual consensus and construction completion.  The impending 
SPLOST III referendum was discussed and the inclusion of the recreation center facility 
adjacent to the Fairview Library was mentioned as the logical next step in Fairview 
Community development. 
 
The post-program repast seemed to signal a new spirit of unity and “togetherness”. 
 
 

11th Annual National Day of College Preparation 

Saturday, November 10th 

(As Received from the Georgia State Conference) 

The NAACP Youth and College Division and The Princeton Review Foundation proudly 
present the 11th Annual National Day of College Preparation, a free half-day of college 
preparation skills and financial aid information for high school students and parents 
coordinated by 10 NAACP Youth Councils and College Chapters across the country. 
 
We are delighted to have the following cities participate in this signature event for 2007: 
1.  Flushing, New York  
2.  Detroit, Michigan  
3.  Kansas City, Missouri  
4.  Fort Lauderdale / Miami, Florida  
5.  Atlanta, Georgia  
6.  Columbia, South Carolina  
7.  Memphis, Tennessee  
8.  Garland (Dallas), Texas  
9.  Baltimore, Maryland  
10.  Washington, DC 

The National Day of College Preparation will be held from 8:00 am to 2:00 pm on 
Saturday, November 10th.  There is no fee to attend, but ONLINE REGISTRATION IS 
REQUIRED!  You can register at http://events.embark.com/event/naacp/ .  For more 
information, contact Alethea Bonello, NAACP Regional Youth Field Director, at 410-580-
5657 or a_bonello@yahoo.com.  Space is limited so register today!!    

 

Henry County Police Department secures the U.S. Department of Justice 
Edward G. Byrne Discretionary Grant to expand Gang Awareness and 

enhance Gang Enforcement Efforts 

http://events.embark.com/event/naacp/
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(Excerpted from the Henry County Board of Commissioner’s website) 

The Henry County Police Department is pleased to announce receipt of funding for 
$329,452.00 for its Criminal Apprehension and Gang Enforcement (CAGE) Unit under 
the Edward G. Byrne Discretionary Grant through the U.S. Department of Justice, Office 
of Justice Programs, Bureau of Justice Assistance. The grant was conceived through the 
Department’s Research and Development Office with assistance from CAGE 
commander, Sergeant Howard Waddell. 
 
This focus of this Category 1 funding initiative is Targeting Violent Crime. The Henry 
County Gang Unit will use these funds to identify gangs; respond to, disrupt, and prevent 
gang activity; collaborate with community partners and other law enforcement; maintain 
a presence online; design and host an anti-gang website; and conduct a feasibility study 
of a Police Athletic League in Henry County. The Henry County Police Department will 
purchase equipment and supplies and fund training for police officers to assist in the 
investigation of criminal activities related to gangs.  

 

Henry County School Superintendent Resigns  

Dr. Jack Parish, Henry County Superintendent, long-time Henry County and resident 
and school administration professional, recently tendered his resignation as the top 
person in the system.  The resignation was made effective July 1, 2008.  Dr. Parish 
announced his intentions in participating in the day-to-day activities of the system as well 
as assisting in the orientation of the newly hired replacement Superintendent. 

Expressing his desire to move into college / university level teaching, Parish leaves 
behind a system that has largely succeeded in keeping abreast with the explosive 
growth of the region. 

The Henry County School System has begun a nationwide search for Parish’s 
replacement.  The criteria for the replacement Superintendent can be found on the 
Henry County School Board’s website at www.henry.k12.ga.us at the Superintendent 
Search link. The published deadline for application submission is November 14, 2007 at 
4:30 PM.  The branch has expressed a desire to participate in the application review 
phase of the search if Open Meetings regulations permit. 

Henry County Branch of the NAACP intends to monitor the recruitment and selection 
process as that selection mechanism moves forward. 

Congratulations Dr. Parish for a job well done! 

Update!! 

http://www.henry.k12.ga.us/
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School Board member Erik Charles reports that the actual resume reviews and 
associated deliberations are not subject to public scrutiny. Only information about the 
final selectee will be publicly revealed.  We can hope, like procurement review 
methodology, the names and evaluation scores of all applicants can be accessed after 
the new Superintendent is announced. 

 

Who Are We?   (Who Am I?)         

 
(Column submitted by branch member Dale Fuller) 

 

I am one… and I am one of 50… and I am one of 258. And I have a name. But let me tell 
you my story. 
 
I was born in 1919 and I lived until 2003. Fifty-nine years before my death I was involved 
in the most tragic stateside event of the Second World War.  I had enlisted in the US 
Navy and was serving at a base in California where supply ships were loaded before 
being sent to our men fighting in the Pacific. During World War 2, all of the US military 
was segregated. Not surprisingly, African-Americans received the most menial and the 
most dangerous jobs. On July 17, 1944, one of these supply ships, SS E.A. Bryan, 
exploded while being loaded with bombs, depth charges, torpedoes, and ammunition.  
 
At 10:18 p.m., an explosion occurred on the pier and a fire started. Six seconds later, a 
more powerful explosion took place as the entire contents of the SS E.A. Bryan 
simultaneously detonated, destroying the pier and much of the surrounding town and 
area with an explosive force felt as far as Boulder City, Nevada, about 500 miles away.  
 
All 320 sailors on duty were killed instantly and 390 others were injured, many seriously. 
Of the deaths from the explosion, 202 were my fellow African Americans. This accident 
accounted for 15 percent of all African American casualties in World War II.  
 
The cause of the explosion at the Port Chicago Naval Magazine was never determined, 
although it was attributed to some sort of mistake in the loading of the torpedoes and 
other ordnance into the ship, which was notoriously difficult work, especially under 
rushed conditions. The final naval inquiry claimed it was impossible to determine the 
cause of the explosion. Surviving white officers were given a month’s leave to visit their 
families. African-American sailors were ordered to clean up the port, which meant 
picking up body parts as well as clearing p the debris. 
 
Less than a month after the explosion, African-American sailors were ordered to resume 
the dangerous task of ammunition loading. On August 9, 1944, 258 out of the 320 
African-American sailors in the ordnance battalion refused to load any more ammunition 
until safe conditions and procedures could be established.  
 



Page 5 of 5  

Two hundred and eight sailors were court-martialed and received bad conduct 
discharges. I was one of the remaining 50 men who were found guilty of mutiny in a 
subsequent court martial. We were sentenced to dishonorable discharges and prison 
sentences of 8 and 15 years of hard labor. 
 
Future Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall sued the Navy on behalf of the 50 
sailors. Although he was unable to get the convictions overturned, Marshall succeeded 
in winning clemency for the 50 sailors, but not until after the war in 1946. 
 
After a Congressional effort to have the convictions overturned was unsuccessful, I 
petitioned the President for a pardon. In 1999, President Bill Clinton issued that pardon, 
the only pardon issued to any of the 258 African-Americans who were involved in the 
refusal to continue loading dangerous materials. All of my comrades have gone to their 
graves still marked by the US Navy’s “lynching” of them in the aftermath of this tragedy. 
 
Who Am I and Who Are We? 
 
Dale’s last monthly guests: Benjamin H. Fletcher and Lucy Parsons, radical “Wobblies”! 

 

 


